Abstract: Western Sahara conflicts have yet to be definitively resolved. It now belongs to the category of "forgotten" or "frozen" conflicts. The conflict itself is not the only issue to have been forgotten. Power politics have overridden questions of international legality despite the unlawful occupation of the territory and the legitimacy of Sahrawi rights. What should have been a straightforward case of decolonization in the Western Sahara has become a conspicuous failure of the UN; mainly due to the disinclination of its most powerful members in the Security Council, chiefly the United States and France.
right to self-determination through a free and fair referendum, have been overlooked as well. The Western Sahara conflict only attracts sporadic attention mainly because of the national, geopolitical and economic interests of stakeholders inside and outside the region -not because of Sahrawis' legitimate rights. The occupied region is often misrepresented as an empty desert, although the territory does in fact boast rich resources and a 700-kilometer Atlantic coast of strategic importance. It is also important to mention that this territory has one of the richest fishing waters in the world: waters which are currently being illegally exploited by Morocco and certain members of the European Union. The Western Sahara's natural resources also extend to impressive mineral deposits. Valuable minerals such as iron ore, titanium oxide, vanadium, iron and, possibly, oil may be abundant throughout the territory. The territory possesses extremely rich phosphate reserves and could become one of the largest exporters of phosphates in the world. Beyond the acknowledged riches of the land, the prospects of oil and natural-gas discoveries in recent years have further complicated the resolution of the conflict. Of course it is common knowledge that the King only suggested a "referendum of confirmation" and had no intention of allowing a genuine referendum to ever take place, a policy continued by his son, Mohamed VI, who succeeded him in July 1999. Furthermore, Morocco accepted the UN 1991 Settlement Plan, which included the holding of such a referendum. But, as shall be seen, France and the United States, the key players on this issue at the UN Security Council, continue to propose solutions to the conflict that ignore these extremely valid principles. Not only do the political heavyweight powers choose to ignore the legal precedents and diplomatic acquis made over the past thirty-five years, they also continue to demand that Sahrawis make concessions to Morocco, the occupying power, without putting any pressure on the latter to comply with UN resolutions. In fact,
Morocco's refusal to comply derives from the impunity guaranteed by its two supporters. This has continued until today as the analysis below demonstrates.
II. The Futility of Negotiations
The consolidated its colonization of the territory, but it also exploits illegally with no fear of punishment the natural resources of Western Sahara, primarily phosphates and fisheries. The European Union is complicit in this exploitation through the fisheries agreement with Morocco, which includes Western Sahara, notwithstanding the opinion that the European Parliament has expressed on the reasonableness of EU policy; in fact, it deemed EU fishing in Western Saharan waters to be illegal. In view of Morocco's intransigence and the support it receives from external actors, it is thus not surprising that the second informal meeting held in New York to prepare for the 5th round failed, like the previous ones to produce any tangible results.
Given that neither side has accepted the proposal of the other as the sole basis for future negotiations, it is obvious that short of unforeseen developments, the status quo will undoubtedly persist.
IV. Geopolitics as Impediment to Resolution of the Conflict
The United Nations is responsible for the decolonization of Western Sahara, but the key to breaking the stalemate and implementing the legal solution lies in the hands of France and the United States which, even if they do not recognize Morocco's sovereignty over the territory, allowed the latter to consolidate its control over it. The ingredients that have led to the status quo are in fact contained in UN resolutions, which while reaffirming the right to self-determination for the Saharawi people encourage the latter to seek with Moroccans, the colonizers, a "mutually acceptable" political solution (Theofilopoulou, 2010: April 23 (Zoubir, 2009: 237-248) . A priori, the US One of the major questions to be asked is whether the White House, despite the seemingly evenhanded approach, will succumb to the Senate's pressure to endorse Morocco's illegal annexation of Western Sahara (Zunes, 2010: April 7) , at the risk of alienating Algeria, a major US partner in the war against terrorism in the region (Zoubir, 2009: Autumn, 977-995) , and an important oil producer.
